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START  THOSE 
ENTRIES  COMING! 

Ifs  he-e-e-re! 


The  2009  NLG  Writers’  Competition  is  under  way, 
and  entries  are  now  being  accepted  at  Contest  Central. 

Those  of  you  who  took  part  in  previous  NLG  con- 
tests will  encounter  no  surprises  this  year.  The  rules  are 
the  same  as  last  year  - which  means  that  once  again, 
we’re  using  the  streamlined  numbering  system  intro- 
duced in  2007.  A different  number  is  assigned  to  each 
individual  category,  starting  with  Number  1 for  Book 
of  the  Year  and  continuing  through  Number  52  for  the 
Clemy. 

Numbering  your  entries  shouldn’t  pose  any  prob- 
lem if  you  follow  the  simple  rules,  which  you’ll  find 
included  in  this  mailing. 

If  you  lose  this  letter,  there’s  a copy  of  the  rules 
at  our  Web  site,  www.NumismaticLiteraryGuild.org.  I 
urge  you  to  read  them  carefully  and  to  make  sure  you 
follow  the  directions,  especially  in  regard  to  the  num- 
bering system.  We’ll  do  our  best  to  correct  obvious 
mistakes  involving  the  numbering  - but  entries  that  fail 
to  conform  to  the  rules  (including  correct  numbering) 
nonetheless  run  the  risk  of  disqualification. 

To  be  eligible  for  consideration  in  any  of  this 
year’s  categories,  entries  must  have  been  published  (or 
posted  on  the  Internet)  between  May  1 , 2008  and  April 
30,  2009.  Except  where  noted  otherwise,  three  copies 


of  each  entry  must  be  submitted,  and  each  copy  must  be 
accompanied  by  a cover  sheet  listing  the  category  and 
other  information  spelled  out  in  the  rules. 

All  entries  must  be  received  no  later  than  Mon- 
day, June  15,  2009.  They  should  be  sent  to  the  contest 
coordinator  at  the  following  address:  Scott  A.  Travers, 
do  Sal  Germano,  SGRC  Inc.,  625  Lafayette  Ave.,  Haw- 
thorne, NJ  07506.  The  address  is  the  same  as  last  year. 

Please  take  special  care  in  preparing  a complete 
cover  sheet,  as  required,  to  accompany  each  copy  of 
each  entry.  This  will  make  the  judges’  job  much  easier 
and  ensure  that  each  entry  is  considered  in  the  proper 
category.  We  reserve  the  right  to  reject  entries  that  are 
not  properly  labeled. 

Competition 
Rules  Inside 
on  Page  2 


2009  NLG  Writers’  Competition  Rules 

Please  read  the  following  ndes  carefully,  and  follow  the  directions 
scrupulously.  The  judges  will  do  their  best  to  correct  obvious  mistakes 
involving  the  numbering,  but  entries  that  fail  to  conform  to  the  rides  (including 
correct  numbering)  will  be  subject  to  disqualification. 

l o be  eligible  for  consideration  in  any  of  this  year’s  categories,  entries  must 
have  been  published  (or  posted  on  the  Internet)  between  May  1,  2008  and 
April  30,  2009.  Three  copies  of  each  entry  must  be  submitted,  and  each 
copy  must  be  accompanied  by  a cover  sheet  listing  the  category  and  other 
information  spelled  out  in  the  rules. 

All  entries  must  be  received  no  later  than  June  15.  2009.  Entries  should 
be  sent  to  the  contest  coordinator  at  the  following  address:  Scott  A. 
Travers,  c/o  Sal  Germano,  SGRC  Inc.,  625  Lafayette  Ave.,  Hawthorne, 
NJ  07506.  The  address  is  the  same  as  last  year. 

As  in  the  past,  entries  in  a number  of  categories  will  be  judged  by  editors 
and  other  well-qualified  individuals  outside  the  numismatic  field.  This  will 
not  affect  the  manner  in  which  entries  are  submitted,  but  it’s  all  the  more 
reason  to  take  special  care  in  preparing  a complete  cover  sheet,  as  required, 
to  accompany  each  copy  of  each  entry.  This  will  make  the  judges’ job  much 
easier  and  ensure  that  each  entry  is  considered  in  the  proper  category. 

Books  may  be  submitted  by  author,  publisher  or  editor.  Three  (3)  copies  must 
be  submitted.  Eligible  are  new  books  or  those  accepted  by  the  judges  at  their 
sole  discretion  as  substantially  revised  versions  of  earlier  works. 

1.  BOOK  OF  THE  YEAR 

The  work  having  the  greatest  potential  impact  on  numismatics:  Criteria 
include  overall  reader  appeal,  research  quality,  photographic,  printing  and 
graphic  excellence,  cover  and  typography  where  applicable.  Books  submitted 
in  the  specialized  categories  below  may  be  considered  for  Book  of  the  Year 
as  well. 

BEST  SPECIALIZED  BOOK  ON: 

2.  United  States  Coins 

3.  World  Coins 

4.  U.S.  Paper  Money 

5.  World  Paper  Money 

6.  Tokens  & Medals 

7.  Numismatic  Investments 

8.  Museum  & Exhibition  Catalogs 

U.S.  COMMERCIAL  NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 
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BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles  dealing  with: 

9.  Coins 

10.  Tokens  & Medals 

11.  Paper  Money 

12.  BEST  COLUMN 

Three  (3)  copies  EACH  of  three  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column. 

13.  BEST  ISSUE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  the  issue  submitted  by  the  publisher 
or  editor.  Criteria  include  overall  numismatic  appeal, 
features,  departments,  graphics,  journalistic  and  editorial 
excellence  as  applicable. 

WORLD  COMMERCIAL  NUMISMATIC 

MAGAZINES 

(AVorld  Coin  News,  The  Celator,  similar  overseas 
publications.) 

BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles  dealing  with: 

14.  Coins 

15.  Tokens  & Medals 

16.  Paper  Money 

17.  BEST  COLUMN 

Three  (3)  copies  EACH  of  three  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column. 

18.  BEST  ISSUE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  the  issue  submitted  by  the  publisher 
or  editor.  Same  criteria  as  Category  13. 

LARGE-CIRCULATION  AND  OTHER 

NON-PROFIT  OR  CLUB  NUMISMATIC 

PUBLICATIONS 

(National  publications  and  others  with  a circulation  of 
20,000  or  more,  including  The  Numismatist,  The  ANS 
Journal,  TAMS  Journal  and  Paper  Money.^ 


19.  BEST  ARTICLE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles  dealing  with  any  subject 
related  to  numismatics  (ONE  Award). 

20.  BEST  COLUMN 

Three  (3)  copies  EACH  of  (3)  selections  from  ongoing 
column. 

21.  BEST  ISSUE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  the  issue  submitted  by  publisher  or 
editor.  Same  criteria  as  Category  13. 

SMALL-CIRCULATION  AND  OTHER 

NON-PROFIT  OR  CLUB  NUMISMATIC 

PUBLICATIONS 

{State,  regional  and  local  publications  and  others  with 
a circulation  of  less  than  20,000.) 

22.  BEST  ARTICLE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles  dealing  with  any  subject 
related  to  numismatics  (ONE  Award). 

23.  BEST  COLUMN 

Three  (3)  copies  EACH  of  (3)  selections  from  ongoing 
column. 

24.  BEST  ISSUE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  the  issue  submitted  by  the  publisher 
or  editor.  Same  criteria  as  Category  1 3. 

NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

25.  BEST  SPOT  NEWS  STORY 

...or  continuing  coverage  of  a developing  story  in 
numismatics. 

BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles  dealing  with: 

26.  Coins 

27.  Tokens  & Medals 

28.  Paper  Money 

29.  BEST  COLUMN 

Three  (3)  copies  EACH  of  (3)  selections  from  ongoing 
column. 


30.  BEST  ISSUE 


37.  BEST  NON-NUMISMATIC  PRESS  WEB  SITE 


Three  (3)  copies  of  the  issue  submitted  by  the  publisher 
or  editor.  Same  criteria  as  Category  13. 

NON-NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS  AND 

ma(;azines 

31.  THE  MAURICE  M.  GOULD  MEMORIAL 
AWARD 

Entries  may  be  submitted  by  publisher,  editor  or 
columnist  of  any  coin  column  appearing  regularly  in 
any  non-numismatic  newspaper  or  magazine  of  any  size 
circulation. 

32.  BEST  ARTICLE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles  dealing  with  any  subject 
related  to  numismatics. 

COMPUTER  SOFTWARE  AND  INTERNET 

WEB  SITES 

33.  BEST  WEB  SITE  ARTICLE 

Three  (3)  printouts  of  an  article  appearing  on  a Web  site 
dealing  with  any  subject  related  to  numismatics. 

34.  BEST  DEALER  WEB  SITE 

This  category  is  for  Web  sites  that  are  used  to  buy  or 
sell  coins,  offer  supplies  or  sell  books  or  other  forms 
of  information  related  to  numismatics.  For  static  sites, 
submit  the  URL.  For  sites  that  change,  submit  three  (3) 
hard  copies  of  the  home  page. 

35.  BEST  NON  COMMERCIAL  WEB  SITE 

This  category  is  for  Web  sites  maintained  by  coin  clubs 
and  other  non-commercial  organizations  and  individuals 
devoted  to  the  coin  hobby.  For  static  sites,  submit  the 
URL.  For  sites  that  change,  submit  three  (3)  hard  copies 
of  the  home  page. 

36.  BEST  TRADE  PRESS  AND  INFORMATION 
WEB  SITE 

This  award  will  be  presented  for  the  best  numismatic 
Web  site  that  disseminates  news  and  other  information 
about  the  coin  hobby.  For  static  sites,  submit  the  URL. 
For  sites  that  change,  submit  three  (3)  hard  copies  of  the 
home  page. 


This  award  will  be  presented  for  the  best  numismatic  Web 
site  produced  by  a non-numismatic  news  organization. 
Editorial  content  from  members  of  the  hobby  press  is 
acceptable.  For  static  sites,  submit  the  URL.  For  sites  that 
change,  submit  three  (3)  hard  copies  of  the  home  page. 

38.  SOFTWARE 

Best  presentation  of  a new  numismatic  work,  or  new 
presentation  of  a previously  published  numismatic  work 
in  CD  ROM,  DVD,  floppy  disk  or  any  other  electronic 
format.  Only  one  copy  of  the  w'ork  need  be  submitted. 
Entry  must  be  accompanied  by  a written  statement  citing 
date(s)  of  first  use,  plus  information  required  by  NLG 
rules  above. 

AUCTION  CATALOGS 

Three  (3)  copies  of  each  catalog  entered.  Criteria  include 
cover  design,  overall  eye  appeal,  format,  graphics  and 
layout,  in-depth  research  and  quality  of  description. 
Entries  may  be  submitted  by  auction  firm,  auctioneer  or 
cataloger. 

39.  Coin  and  currency  auction  catalogs 

40.  Catalogs  for  auctions  of  books  and  exonumia 

COMMERCIAL  PUBLICATIONS 

41.  LEE  MARTIN  FOUNDER’S  AWARD 

For  Best  Investment  Newsletter:  Criteria  include  overall 
reader  appeal,  quality  of  research  and  wanting,  and 
graphics  as  applicable.  Submit  three  (3)  copies  EACH 
of  three  (3)  issues  - total,  nine  (9)  items. 

42.  BEST  DEALER-PUBLISHED  MAGAZINE  OR 
NEWSPAPER 

Criteria  include  overall  reader  appeal,  quality  of  research 
and  writing,  and  graphics  excellence.  Submit  three  (3) 
copies  EACH  of  at  least  three  (3)  different  issues. 

BEST  ALL-AROUND  PORTFOLIO 

43.  Collection  of  writings  and/or  photographs  and  related 
items  demonstrating  numismatic  writing  ability  and 
versatility.  Organization  and  presentation  will  count 
as  heavily  as  volume.  Only  one  (1)  copy  of  porttolio 
need  be  submitted;  other  copies  of  items  included 
in  portfolio  may  also  be  submitted  in  other  relevant 
categories  at  entrant's  option. 


BEST  WRITER  IN  NLG  NEWSLETTER 


49.  VIDEO  - COMMERCIAL 


44.  NLG  Newsletter  editor  alone  selects  winner. 
Criteria  include  writing  skill  and  style,  numismatic  or 
organization  support,  content  to  inform  the  member 
readers.  No  entries  accepted;  editor  alone  decides. 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

45.  RADIO 

Best  news  story,  feature  report  or  continuing  series 
involving  numismatics.  Entries  must  include  standard- 
size  audiocassette  of  story  or  feature  report  or  three 
(3)  selections  from  continuing  series,  accompanied  by 
written  statement  citing  date(s)  of  broadcast,  call  letters 
and  location  of  radio  station,  as  well  as  information 
required  in  NLG  rules  listed  above.  Interview  segments 
no  longer  qualify  for  this  category. 

46.  AUDIO 

Best  audio  program  involving  numismatics,  but  non- 
broadcast. Includes  audio  tracks  from  numismatic 
slide  shows,  educational  tapes,  audio  newsletters  and 
other  presentations.  Entries  must  include  standard-size 
audiocassette,  written  statement  citing  date(s)  of  first  use, 
plus  infonnation  required  in  NLG  rules  above.  Interview 
segments  no  longer  qualify  for  this  category. 

47.  TELEVISION 

Best  spot  news  story,  feature  report  or  continuing  series 
involving  numismatics.  Entries  must  include  standard- 
size  cassette  recording  of  television  broadcast  or  three 
(3)  selections  from  continuing  series.  Tape  must  be  either 
half-inch  VHS  or  %-inch  professional  videocassette, 
and  must  be  accompanied  by  a written  statement  citing 
date(s)  of  broadcast,  call  letters  and  location  of  station, 
plus  information  required  in  NLG  rules  above.  Interview 
segments  no  longer  qualify  for  this  category. 

48.  VIDEO  - NON-COMMERCIAL 

Best  non-broadcast  slide  film,  movie  film  or  videotape 
presentation  involving  numismatics  made  for  educational 
purposes.  Entry  must  include  audio  as  well  as  visual 
materials  - either  written  script  or  soundtrack  of  film, 
audio  or  video  cassette  used  in  presentation.  Entry  must 
be  accompanied  by  a written  statement  citing  date(s)  of 
first  use,  plus  information  required  by  NLG  rules  above. 
Interview  segments  no  longer  qualify  for  this  category. 


Best  non-broadcast  slide  film,  movie  film  or  videotape 
presentation  involving  numismatics  made  to  promote  a 
company  or  product.  Entry  must  include  audio  as  well 
as  visual  materials  - either  written  script  or  soundtrack 
of  film,  audio  or  video  cassette  used  in  presentation. 
Entry  must  be  accompanied  by  a written  statement  citing 
date(s)  of  first  use,  plus  information  required  by  NLG 
rules  above.  Interview  segments  no  longer  qualify  for 
this  category. 

SPECIAL  MEMORIAL  AWARDS 

50.  JAMES  L.  MILLER  MEMORIAL  AWARD 

This  award,  honoring  the  co-founder  and  longtime 
publisher  of  COINage  magazine,  recognizes  the  best 
numismatic  article  to  appear  in  any  medium,  including 
both  numismatic  and  non-numismatic  magazines, 
newspapers  and  Internet  Web  sites.  Submit  three  (3) 
copies  or  printouts  of  an  article  dealing  with  any  subject 
related  to  numismatics.  Criteria  include  overall  reader 
appeal,  research  quality  and  writing  excellence.  Articles 
submitted  in  this  category  may  also  be  submitted  in  other 
applicable  categories. 

51.  CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY  MEMORIAL  AWARD 

This  award  was  endowed  by  Jim  Miller  of  Miller 
Magazines  in  memory  of  an  especially  beloved  member 
of  the  numismatic  writing  community  and  NLG  founder, 
Clement  F.  Bailey.  This  award  recognizes  excellence 
among  new  writers  in  numismatics  whose  first  published 
writings  in  this  field  appeared  in  hobby  publications 
during  the  previous  year. 

Nominees  are  supplied  solely  by  numismatic 
publishers. 

52.  THE  CLEMY 

The  winner  of  this  award,  the  Guild’s  highest  honor, 
is  chosen  by  the  prev  ious  year’s  recipient  from  a list  of 
nominees  provided  by  the  NLG  Board  of  Directors. 

NLG  resen’es  the  right  to  limit  the  number  of  plaques  for 
any  given  entry,  with  the  number  to  be  deter^mined  at  its 
discretion.  NLG  will  provide  plaques  only  for  the  pei\sons 
named  in  an  entry  when  it  is  originally  submitted. 


IT’S  ELECTION  TIME  TOO! 


I'hree  seats  on  the  NLG  Board  of 
Directors  - each  for  a two-year  term  - 
will  be  filled  in  this  year’s  election. 

Three  prominent  members  of  the 
numismatic  community  - David  T. 
Alexander,  Donn  Pearlman  and  Will 
Rossman  - have  agreed  to  serve  on  the 
Board  if  the  membership  wishes. 

David  Alexander  is  a well-known 
cataloger,  currently  employed  by 
Stack’s,  a prolific  writer  and  a highly 
respected  scholar  who  served  the  NLG 
as  executive  director  through  most  of 
the  1980s. 

Donn  Pearlman  is  the  hobby’s 
leading  publicist  as  president  of  his 
own  Las  Vegas  public  relations  firm. 
He  launched  this  business  following 
a distinguished  career  as  a broadcast 
journalist  in  Chicago.  He  also  has  writ- 
ten hundreds  of  articles. 

Will  Rossman  has  been  involved 
with  rare  coins  for  nearly  half  a century 


and  has  held  key  positions  with  a num- 
ber of  leading  dealerships  and  hobby 
organizations.  As  senior  numismatist 
at  Heritage  Rare  Coin  Galleries,  he 
helped  create  much  of  the  company’s 
promotional  literature. 

Any  other  prospective  candidate 
who  is  in  good  standing  can  secure  a 
place  on  the  ballot,  along  with  Alexan- 
der, Pearlman  and  Rossman,  by  sub- 
mitting nominating  statements  signed 
by  three  NLG  members  also  in  good 
standing.  These  must  be  received  no 
later  than  June  10,  2009  by  Executive 
Director  Ed  Reiter.  Until  June  1,  Re- 
iter’s address  is  12  Abbington  Terrace, 
Glen  Rock,  NJ  07452.  After  June  1, 
his  new  address  will  be  1517  Stewart 
Drive,  Nanticoke,  PA  18634. 

If  there  is  a contest,  an  election  will 
be  held  by  mail.  If  no  other  nomina- 
tions are  received,  a single  ballot  will 
be  cast  for  Alexander,  Pearlman  and 
Rossman. 


Members  of  the  Board  oversee 
NLG  policy,  review  membership  ap- 
plications and  submit  nominations  for 
the  annual  Clemy  Award. 

The  three  seats  at  stake  in  this 
year’s  election  are  currently  held  by 
Thomas  K.  DeLorey,  a longtime  coin 
writer,  grader  and  professional  nu- 
mismatist; Barbara  Gregory,  editor  of 
The  Numismatist;  and  Dorothy  Harris, 
former  director  of  antiques  and  col- 
lectibles for  Random  House.  All  three 
are  now  serving  their  second  two-year 
terms,  so  they  must  step  down  when 
their  terms  expire  next  year. 

There  are  five  members  on  the 
NLG  Board.  The  three  new  members 
will  join  two  holdovers  - John  Alba- 
nese,  who  co-founded  the  Professional 
Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS)  and 
founded  the  Numismatic  Guaranty 
Corporation  of  America  (NGC),  and 
R.W.  “Bob”  Julian,  one  of  the  hobby’s 
most  renowned  scholars,  researchers 
and  writers.  Their  two-year  terms  ex- 
pire next  year,  and  both  will  be  eligible 
to  seek  reelection  at  that  time. 
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